
Action Research (March, 2014) 

What impact does inter-teaching have on students’ comprehension as compared to more 

traditional teaching methods? 

 

Participants in the inter-teaching and reading groups were asked to read, answer questions, 

and/or discuss a six-page reading selection compiled by the authors of this study about various 

earth science phenomena. All participants completed a test that consisted of ten multiple-choice 

questions and two short answer questions that were based on the material discussed in the 

reading and in the class lecture. Using matched sampling to control for grade level, participants 

were then randomly assigned to one of four groups  

Lecture: Participants heard a 40-minute lecture that addressed topics discussed in the reading. 

Participants had the opportunity to ask questions about the material during the lecture and at the 

end of the session. 

Inter-teaching: Participants spent approximately 25 minutes reading the article and completing a 

prep guide that asked questions about the reading. Participants were divided into dyads or triads 

and were asked to discuss their answers to the prep guide questions. The authors of the study 

moved from group to group to facilitate discussion. After 15 minutes of discussion, the 

participants had the opportunity to ask the instructors any additional questions about the reading. 

Reading: Participants were provided the reading and given up to 40 minutes to read the article. 

Once they finished the article, they were instructed to read the article again or work on additional 

assignments Control: Participants had no exposure to the assigned reading or instruction from 

the authors. Three days later, all participants were given a quiz on the material. 

Results: Students who participated in inter-teaching did achieve the highest quiz grades. 

However, due to the small number of participants in each group we are limited in the conclusions 

we can draw. Nevertheless, these preliminary results suggest that similar to previous research on 

the use of inter-teaching with college students, this instructional approach may also be beneficial 

with a younger student population. Not surprisingly, those students in the inter-teaching and 

lecture conditions performed significantly better than the reading group and the control group. 

More interestingly, there was not a statistically significant difference between the reading and 

control group. This suggests that students who read assigned materials often do not retain the 

information if they are not actively engaged in additional opportunities to apply the information 

discussed in the assignment.  

 

 

 

 


